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VERSATILE: 
• DIAL-IN ANY TIME PERIOD 
• INTERVALS FROM ZERO TO 

NINETY NINE SECONDS 
• ASCENDING/ 

DESCENDING TIMING 

PRACTICAL: 
• LARGE VISIBLE NUMERALS 

16 INCHES HIGH 
• 100% sOLID STATE 

ELECTRONICS 

ASK ABOUT SPECIAL CUSTOM SCOREBOARD DISPLAY SYSTEMS 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
G. FINK & ASSOCIATES 

ELECTRONIC DISPLAY SYSTEMS 
715-E Quetta Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087 

(408) 739-2200 
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Worn around ankles to create resist- 
ance which helps to improve endur- 
ance, speed and strength. Much more 
comfortable than tube type. On or off 
in seconds. 

chuck riggs 
swimming supplies 

RO.Box 55223 $.50 postage 
Riverside.Ca.  92517 Calif. res. add 6% 

For the first time in the history of marathon swimming a 
marathoner has won every professional race he has entered. 
None of the historical greats had ever been able to accomplish 
this Olympian feat. 

John Kinsella of the United States not only won seven of the 
eight scheduled pro races this year but also set new records in 
six of them. Kinsella did not enter the eighth race because it was 
one of three scheduled in one week. He opted for the greater 
prize marathon and was richly rewarded to the tune of $25.000. 

Here follows the record of Kinsella's phenomenal perfor-. 
mance in 1978 which many observers see as the greatest pro 
marathon year in history. 

On Feb. 5, Kinsella won the 28-mile Rio Coronda race in 7 
hours, 44 minutes, 10 seconds. This Argentine race paid $2.000 
and the sec0nd-place swimmer was 16 minutes behind. Both 
marathoners broke the old record. 

On July 9, Kinsella became the first American in history to 
win the 21-mile Capri-Naples (Italy) marathon. He set a new 
record for the course in 10 hours; 28 minutes. The water tem- 
perature was 68-72 degrees, andhis  prize was $1,200. 

Thirteen days later, he and his partner showed up for the 
LaTuque (Canada) 24-hour team race. When the race was over 
Kinsella and his partner, fellow American Bill Heiss, had set a 
new record by covering 197 laps (65.6 miles) in 24 hours. The 
second-place team of Amin Youseff (Egypt) and James Barry 
(USA) was a scant three laps (one mile) behind at the end of 24 
hours. Kinsella and Heiss split a $5,000 purse. 

On July 30, Kirisella was at Roberval for the Lake St. John 
International 21-mile lake-crossing event. The water tem- 
perature averaged 70 degrees and was fiat all the way. Again 
Kinsella emerged a victor to the tune of $7,000 plus $1,000 for 
setting a new record in 7 hours, 13 minutes. 35 seconds (break- 
ing his old record of 7:18:06). 

One week later, Kinsella arrived at the shores of Chaleur Bay 
and the first thing he did was to check the water temperature. In 
previous years it had registered in the mid- and upper-50's. This 
year was different, for he obtained a reading of 65 degrees. The 
15-mile race would begin at Grand Anse and end at Paspebiac. 

As in all the other'races Kinsella took the lead from the start. 
and when he arrived at the finish he had again broken his own 
record for the swim. His time was 6 hours. 2 minutes. 50 

John Kinsella (right) 
receives Chicagofest lO- 
mile International Marathon 
Swim Championship award 
from Chicago's mayor, 
Michael Bilandic, with 
mayor's wife, Heather. 

72 Swimming World/November 



seconds, and was worth $4,000. 
It was after this race that Kinsella had to make an important 

decision. The following week would book three international 
championship marathons. Aug. 13 marked the $12,000 
Chibougamau (Quebec), then the Pepsi Challenge $50,000 
Canadian National Exhibition (across 32-mile Lake Ontario) 
would be held on the 16th, and the Chicagofest 10-mile ($15,- 
000) would be held on the 20th. Kinsella acted wisely, chosing 
not to enter the Chibougamau 15 mile race, thus giving himself 
10 full days of rest. 

The Pepsi Challenge Swim was scheduled for the opening day 
of  the Exhibition. The eight invited swimmers (chosen from the 
top World Professional Marathon Swimming ratings) gathered 
at Niagara on the lake directly across Lake Ontario from the 
C N E  grounds at Toronto.  Lake Ontario was basically flat and 
registered a comfortable 74 degrees. The swim began at 2 a.m. 

Kinsella powered himself out into the lake from the start and 
by dawn had a significant lead of two miles on second position 
in the form of Claudio Plit of Argentina. From that time on 
Kinsella: kept up a strong pace with only minor stomach 
problems. 

Lake Ontario for once appeared to be showing her kind side. 
The water remained warm with only gentle one-foot waves. 
Then around noon a stiff breeze picked up, and by 2 p.m. it had 
whistled in a thunderstorm, carried along on 30 mile-per-hour 
winds. Waves rapidly built up to a steady five-foot height with 
some cresting to seven feet. The rubber Zodiac boats containing 
the trainers of two other swimmers were capsized, but they 
rapidly regained their boats and control. Don Watson, Kin- 
sella's high school coach and trainer for this swim, maintained 
Kinsella's course and after several hours of violent conditions 
safely brough~t his swimmer onto the docks at Toronto. 

Kinsella not only won the $25,000 first prize but again set a 
new record of 13 hours and 49 minutes, breaking the old record 
by 1 hour and 21 minutes. Five other swimmers finished the 
race,, which speaks well of the W P M S F  selection committee. 

Now the surprising part of  Kinsella's extraordinary season: 
with only three days rest from his 32-mile ordeal, he showed up 
for the Chicagofest 10-mile International Swimming Marathon 
where 76 rested swimmers would compete for the $15,000 
purse. Swim officials and contestants alike were surprised to 
find that the usually-salubrious Lake Michigan registered 57 
degrees. Many were also surprised that all of  the Lake Ontario 
entrants were also there. 

Surprise turned to bewilderment when. after five miles, John 
Kinsella broke away from the pack that was determined to 
break him, and held the lead till the completion of  the race, 
finishing only two minutes off his own record for the course 
(made in 72 degree water). Only 15 swimmers finished the race, 
which included the five who had completed the 32-mile Lake 
Ontario Marathon three days earlier. 

This outstanding performance by John Kinsella in 1978 is 
sure to go down in history as one of the greatest years in the 
history of marathon swimming. 

 39,9  q995 
It's the St. Charles timer and the new chronograph wristwatch. Two amazing 
LCD quartz digital timepieces that are the most versatile in the world. A timer, a 
stopwatch, a chronometer, and time/calendar in one lightweight compact unit. 

- T h e  most.  
The St. Charles timepiece has these stopwatch functions: standard start/stop, 
lap time, split one/two finish, and event time out. tit measures up to 59:59:99 
minutes with automatic startover at :00.} It also features these time/calendar 
functions: hours, minutes, seconds, month, date, day of the week and AM/PM 
indication. T h e  best. 
The St. Charles timepiece has solid state dependability and ultra-precise engi- 
neering to make it more accurate than any mechanical stopwatch. Its LCD six- 
digit display makes it easy to read in bright sunlight. 

T h e  brightest.  
The St. Charles timer has the unique feature of a small penlight for reading in the 
dark and both timepieces have brilliant display lights for night timings. 

T h e  lightest. 
The St. Charles timer weighs less than 2 ounces and measures 33/16 " long, 15/8" 
wide and 1/2" thick. The wristwatch weighs less than 21/2ounces and measures 
lt/2 " long. 1a/8 " wide and 1/4" thick. 

T h e  latest. 
The St. Charles timer is available in red, yellow, or black and each has a small 
accessory compartment which stores a nylon neck lanyard. The wristwatch fea- 
tures a very slim, attractive silvertone or goldtone metal case that makes it very 
comfortable to wear in any sporting event. 

T h e  warranty.  
The St. Charles timepiece is powered by batteries that have a life expectancy of 
up to one year. The St. Charles timepiece has a one year limited warranty which 
covers all manufacturing defects. {Batteries are not warranteed.} 

Highest Quality 
at  a n  

Affordable Price 

The timepiece whose time is n o w .  

MARIC,Inc. 
7241-H Garden  Grove  Blvd, Ga rden  Grove  C A 9 2 6 4 1  

714- 898-9125 
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