
The World Professional Marathon Swimming Federation 
named John Kinsella of the United States the No. 1 professional 
marathon swimmer in the world for 1976. Kinsella won the title 
over Argent in ian  Claudio Plit  who was last year ' s  world 
champion. 

In two of the three sanctioned marathon swims held this year, 
Kinsella set new records. In the 16-mile Chibougamau, Quebec 
marathon, Kinsella bested Plit by almost ten minutes. At the 
21-mile Lake St. John marathon, also in Quebec, Kinsella set a 
new record when he crossed the lake in seven hours and 18.6 
seconds. Kinsella won over $10,000 in both swims. Neither 
swimmer entered the 18.5-mile Capri-Naples marathon. 

Kinse]la broke the 30-year domination of the sport by foreign 
swimmers in 1974 when he won the world's championship in his 
first year as a professional. However he lost the title to PUt in 
1975 when he was forced to withdraw from three races because 
of cold water. As an amateur Kinsella swam for Indiana 
University. Under the guidance of Doc Counsilman, he became 
the first person to swim the 1500 meter event in under 16 
minutes. In 1968 he won a silver medal in that event at the 
Olympics. In the 1942 Olympics he won a gold medal as a 
member of the 800 freestyle relay. 

The women's championship was won by 18-year-old Cynthia  
Nicholas of Canada, who made her debut as a professional 
marathon swimmer this year. She competed against the men 
and was the first woman to finish the Chibougamau and Lake St. 
John marathons when she placed sixth and fifth, respectively. 
Cynthia, as a 16-year~Id, set the record for a Lake Ontario 
crossing in 1974 when she covered the 32-mile distance from 
Niagara on the Lake to Toronto in 15 hours and 10 minutes. In 
1975 she made a record crossing of the English Channel (France 
to England) in nine hours and 46 minutes. 

FINAL 1976 WORLD RANKINGS 

Men 
1. John Kinsella, USA . . . . . .  1475 
2. Claudio Plit, Argentina...1004 
3. Marawan Saleh, Syria . . . . .  799 
4. Marwan Ghazzawl, Egypt..690 
5. Rogosic Veljko, Yugoslavia 603 
6. Richard Campion, Australia535 
7. RaulVillagomez, Mexico. .532 
8. Jon Erikson, USA . . . . . . . .  449 
9. Mahmod Khamis, Syria . . .410 

10. Dennis Matuch, USA . . . . .  397 
Maher Saleh, Syria . . . . . .  397 

Women 
1. Cynthia Nicholas, Canada 1375 
2. Loreen Passfield, Canada.1211 
3. Jenny Anderson, Australia.869 
4. Kim Lumsdon, Canada . . . .  403 

Rawia Mansour, Egypt . . . .  403 
6. Angela Marchetti, Argen...286 

"GOLDEN" BOYS--David Edgar (left) and David Wilkie, the only recent 
Olympic gold medalists from South Florida, were guests of honor at the Swim 
Facility Operators Association of America meeting, held at the Swimming Hall 
of Fame. Edgar won his relay gold in 1972, while WIIkie, who attended the 
University of Miami, won the 200 breast for Great Britain in 1976. 
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