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speed	during	storm:	
1.5	hours	at	~3	mph 

speed	before	storm:	
2	hours	at	~3	mph	

speed	after	storm:	
1	hour	at	~3	mph	

 

speed	while	falling	apart			
and	taking	long	breaks:	
3	hours	at	~2.5	-	3	mph	

 

	Despite	repeated	stops	and	
	apparently	little	swimming,	
“Diana”	proceeds	toward	Key	West		
	at	her	normal	swimming	speed:	
	3	hours	at	~1.2	mph.		
	

11 pm: STORM begins. 
Nyad tells Tavis Smiley she treaded water during the storm: 

DN: We just tread water, and we just hang out, out in the open ocean…. 
TS: You treaded water for an hour and 20 minutes? 
DN: Yeah, and I was hanging on.… (16 Sep 2013) 

Members of her team say she swam: 
Update Reported by Candace Hogan September 1, 2013 at 11pm. Swim Time: 38:00 
Everybody on board Voyager is battened down and Diana is still swimming strong, says Ops Chief John Berry. 
1:27am Monday September 2, 2013. Swim time: 40:27 Reported by: Candace Hogan 
It happened quick and it came together in a hurry, said Roger. Diana was great, they just circled her and she kept on swimming.  

12:30: STORM ends. 
 
1:37: Nyad's losing it, pulled by current and/or whatever she's tied to. 

Diana is always veering right, away from the boat... More confusion than I’ve witnessed before... 
She is behind the boat and there is concern she has gotten under the boat. 

 

2:00: First feeding since storm 
Diana came in for the first time since we've resumed formation, for a feeding.  

2:37: Diana defies Prime Directive (see 2:52 below). 
         She’s clearly a mess. Maybe here's where she gets out. 

Diana switched to breast stroke...she then stopped and asked: "Are we there?"  
She then told Bonnie that she wanted to change into a different swimsuit or something like that. 
Everyone noted that was a good sign. She’s thinking about how she wants to arrive in Key West.  
 
Does anyone think that far ahead — or think at all — about how they're going to look when they arrive after a 60-hour swim? 
If this were a real swim, she’d be thinking about WHETHER she would arrive, not about her arrival apparel. 
Maybe this provided an opportunity (and a signal?) to go to other side of boat and switch out swimmers.  

“Diana” does not start back swimming for 20 minutes. 
 Meanwhile, she’s moving at 2.5 - 3 mph towards Key West. 

2:52: “Diana” defies Prime Directive second time 
Diana asks for John Bartlett what time we are getting to shore. He says six hours (puzzling) but I don’t follow up.  
 
The real Diana never wants to know how much time remains. She has never asked before the 2:37 entry.  
Six hours puts them at 9 am. That makes no sense — unless maybe he's telling the substitute what time he/she can get out.    
[at 0500, Bartlett says, "We hope to make that landing between 4pm and 6pm today."] 
Compare: “Diana’s cardinal rule is, she never wants to know how far she has to go or how far she has gone,”  
Stoll said. (Miami Herald, 17 Sep 2013) 

2:57 – 4:45: Breaststroking toward Key West at 2½ mph 
Only at 2:37 and in the next three entries does “Diana” swim breaststroke (other than 
a single stroke at 7:30). 
Mon. 02:57 (Diana is) back swimming. 
Several stops and starts – switching from breast stroke to free style... 
Mon. 03:49 (Diana) begins swimming again with breast stroke. 
Mon. 04:45 (Diana is) back swimming, breast stroke.  

 

5:00: Stopping all the time…but still heading straight for Key West at 1.2 mph. 
September 2, 2013 at 5am. Swim Time: 44:00 Navigator John Bartlett  
"During this time, Diana has stopped numerous times to tread water trying to restore herself.” 
(5:10) Diana stopping and starting...periodically asking for water and nourishment...effort is to just keep her going...  
Note that whoever's in the water is still proceeding at ~1.2 mph 

 

7:15: McVeigh’s Last Shift 
Diana has gotten very cold, so the handlers were not stopping her to eat and drink overnight in the hopes that swimming would keep her warm. 
This was disputed later, of course. But they wouldn't need to stop her if this were a fresh swimmer  
being dragged along. I'm thinking that 7:30 was the first feeding since 2:00. Shortly after that 
2:00 feeding, someone besides Nyad may have entered the water. 

 
I nominate Roger McVeigh. Here’s the first entry for his last shift: 

Shift 11 (McVeigh):  
Mon. 07:15 McVeigh’s last shift started at 7:16 am Monday, September 2, 2013 Excitement is building  

But it doesn’t seem like he wrote that. So where’s McVeigh? Taking a well-earned nap? 
His next entry doesn’t appear until 11:39. 
 

7:30: Dude, where’s my cap? / Fist pump — Diana back in water? 
When the whistle blew for Diana’s first feeding stop since before midnight,  
it took her longer than normal to reach Voyager and handlers...  

[because she was on another boat, or...?]  
Bonnie noted that Diana was talking and breathing better now than earlier in the night. 

[because she hadn’t been in the water?] 
Diana touched her head and noticed that her swim cap was missing.  

[because she forgot to put it on when she got back in the water?] 
she gave a small fist pump and started stroking again. 

[quite a nice recovery from the night's mayhem. Next stop, speech! Then next stop, Smathers Beach.] 
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PINK = Social media      ORANGE = Janet Hinkle    GREEN = Me 
small black text/small black text = excerpts from logs, etc. 
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Adapted from Phil Hodges’ “Diana Nyad Cuba-Florida 
Swim 2013”: https://tinyurl.com/nyad-dataviz 
by Daniel Slosberg • daniel@nyadfactcheck.com 


