
I sat in this stadium in Athens, the original Olympic theater of the ancient Greeks, and let the magic of

the Games waft over me a couple of years ago.

And it is magic that millions of us feel as we witness the best in the world bring their chiseled bodies,

their brimming hearts to one grand city every four years and make a collective art out of chasing

Olympic glory.

In ancient times, all wars around the world came to an abrupt hiatus for the duration of the revered

Games. If only that were still the case. Nevertheless, it does seem that most of us drop life as normal to

immerse ourselves in the many moments of drama.

We don’t need detailed explanations of each sport. We don’t know how each is scored. Yet over the

stretch of one day’s events, we sit enthralled with the elegant, dashing thrusts of the fencers, the rabbit-

like whipping strokes of the badminton players, the colorful peleton of cyclists circling Buckingham

Palace. We don’t need to be told what the broad-shouldered swimmers have been doing over the past

decade. Their smooth muscles bulge with the evidence of their focus and discipline.

But it’s the desire, the will to perform at the highest peak, that captures us. To watch Michael Phelps in

his first event in London was to empathize with his broken heart.

This larger-than-life champion, barely human to us in his superiority over all these years, seemed a

young boy, confused and on the verge of tears, even tender in his discomfort with finishing out of the

medals, a position with which he simply has no familiarity.

He barely qualified for the final 8 of the 400 Meter Individual Medley. Just made it into Lane 8 by a

fingertip.

To see him behind LANE EIGHT, the lane virtually designated for that lone swimmer who doesn’t really

belong with the medal chasers, was in itself poignant. Michael looked scared, even somehow small in

stature, in this unknown outside territory.
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@lovememeta Such kind words! If I am

able to motivate people to push their

limits, then I have already reached my

goal! about 1 hour ago from HootSuitein

reply to lovememeta

@readersdigest Thanks guys! Looking

forward to the big day! about 2 hours

ago from HootSuitein reply to

readersdigest

@itsmetreee That's the best way to view

life. A good mindset is invaluable

nowadays. Keep exploring yourself and

dreaming big! about 4 hours ago from

HootSuitein reply to ItsmeTreee

Want to show your support for the

Xtreme Dream? Xtreme Dream items

are now available! http://t.co/OaurUnK0

about 6 hours ago from HootSuite

RT @icoachswim: “@diananyad: Hold

fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a

broken winged bird that cannot fly.-

Home » Blog » Olympics Theater of Human Drama

Olympics Theater of Human Drama
Posted by Xtreme Dream Team on Jul 29, 2012 in Blog | 3 comments

HOME SUPPORT THE DREAM ABOUT DIANA BLOG BRAVABODY CONTACT 2012 TRAINING PRESS

Twitter Rss Facebook Search this site...Search this site...

Submit

http://diananyad.com/olympics-theater-of-human-drama/ Go

1 capture
1 Aug 2012

JUL AUG SEP

01
2011 2012 2013

  
👤 ⍰❎
f🐦

▾ About this capture

Please Don't Scroll Past This Can you chip in? The Internet Archive, which runs this project, partners with institutions across the globe to preserve cultural heritage
that would otherwise be lost forever. We need your support in continuing this vital work.

https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/diananyad.rss
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/diananyad.rss
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/lovememeta
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad/statuses/2.3048678208349E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.hootsuite.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/lovememeta/statuses/2.2903325317938E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/lovememeta/statuses/2.2903325317938E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/readersdigest
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad/statuses/2.3047041645452E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad/statuses/2.3047041645452E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.hootsuite.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/readersdigest/statuses/2.292656916756E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/readersdigest/statuses/2.292656916756E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/itsmetreee
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad/statuses/2.3043773812036E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.hootsuite.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/ItsmeTreee/statuses/2.2895085635831E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://t.co/OaurUnK0
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/diananyad/statuses/2.304188467906E+17
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.hootsuite.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/icoachswim
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/category/blog/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/author/xtreme-dream-team/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/category/blog/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/support-the-dream-2/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/about-diana/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/blog/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/bravabody/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/contact/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/category/2012-training/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://diananyad.com/category/press/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/#!/diananyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://twitter.com/#!/diananyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_Nyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_Nyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.facebook.com/DianaNyad
https://web.archive.org/web/20120801053432/http://www.facebook.com/DianaNyad
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://diananyad.com/olympics-theater-of-human-drama/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://diananyad.com/olympics-theater-of-human-drama/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://diananyad.com/olympics-theater-of-human-drama/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://diananyad.com/olympics-theater-of-human-drama/
https://archive.org/account/login.php
https://help.archive.org/help/category/the-wayback-machine/
https://help.archive.org/help/category/the-wayback-machine/
https://help.archive.org/help/category/the-wayback-machine/
https://help.archive.org/help/category/the-wayback-machine/


Then he struggled throughout the race. No matter if you were rooting for him…or his rival Ryan

Lochte….you wanted a champion to show his champion stuff. Yet Michael wasn’t powering his usual

magnificence up and down the pool. He was lower in the water. He looked tired.

As Ryan Lochte found his peak, literally zooming to his gold medal, and the announcers kept saying

that any medal, of any color, would bring Michael closer to the most ever won by any

Olympian….Michael held on by a thread for that 3rd place bronze but, alas, came in 4th.

The drama was palpable. And to watch him in his post-race interview tugged at the heart strings. He

tried so very hard to be noble, to turn to his next race and forget about this “tragedy”. But his pain was

all too evident.

It’s not that we the fans have any judgment of this athlete’s finish position. We are moved by the effort.

And Michael’s effort was supreme. But the crisis of his emotional struggle was heart-rending.

My dear friend, the late great Olympic documentary film-maker Bud Greenspan, forged his brilliant

career at the London Olympics, the Games of 1948.

Bud was a young cub reporter, writing for a New York newspaper. He sent a telegram from London to

his NY editor, telling him he wasn’t going to the men’s 100-meter dash the next day because it was just

too competitive to get anywhere close enough for an interview with the winner. He had heard of a

moving story over at pistol shooting so he was going there instead.

The editor wrote him back: “You don’t cover the 100 meters. You’re fired.”

Two mornings later, the editor came to his breakfast table where his wife was crying over the morning

paper. He asked her what was moving her to tears. She said this story about a Hungarian pistol shooter

who had won the gold medal in 1936 with his right hand, had lost that arm during the war and now

came back to win, highly improbably, with his left hand…..and many of his army buddies were at the

site of his new victory and they all wept as the Hungarian national anthem rang across the shooting

venue.

The editor got a note out to Bud immediately: “Get me more of those pistol shooting stories.”

The Olympic Games set a stage for spectacular theater. And even for those of us not in London, we are

privy to front-row seats.

3 Comments

Lanston Hughes” about 7 hours ago

from HootSuite

July 29, 2012

Reply

Laura
One great athlete commenting on another great athlete gives the story new layers

we Olympian-watchers can hang on, while only imagining what, if and

how….Thank you for this commentary.

July 29, 2012

Reply

Jean golden
Yes. It was heartbreaking. I hope he can come back from it.

July 29, 2012Ginger
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I hope he recovers. It was painful to watch. I like the fact that Abby Wambach

didn’t retaliate against the Columbian defender who hit her with a cheap shot.

Remarkable restraint. I am loving every minute. Women’s fencing was beautiful to

watch. Glad you are being entertained while waiting for the weather to cooperate.
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Diana Nyad’s XtremeDiana Nyad’s Xtreme
DreamDream
"Diana is more than a swimmer."Diana is more than a swimmer.

She's a beacon of hope to us allShe's a beacon of hope to us all

that we can dream big, live lifethat we can dream big, live life

large, and look back at all of it withlarge, and look back at all of it with

no regrets whatsoever."no regrets whatsoever."
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