
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Feb 2 

Munatones backdates  
FOWSA founding to 2010. 
He edits FOWSA’s Openwaterpedia entry to 
read that he founded it in 2010 to oversee 
Nyad’s Cuba-Florida swims. However, there is 
no evidence that FOWSA exists beyond its 
Openwaterpedia entry and two documents 
Munatones sent to the International Swimming 
Hall of Fame years later (see below). 

Nyad/OWP Vandalism/ISHOF Packet Timeline 

Nov 13 

Bellamy swims 
around Barbados. 

Distance: 90km/60miles. He 
demonstrates he can complete 
a very long swim. 

 

Nov 17 

Bellamy announces  
Cuba-Florida attempt. 

Sep/Oct 

Nyad and Munatones 
assemble packet docs. 

Mar 4 

Munatones sends  
packet of Nyad materials 
to ISHOF via 2-day mail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mar 3–4 

OWP vandal alters entries 
of 14 of the best marathon 
swimmers of the 1970s. 
The vandal alters Nyad’s entry but reverts the 
changes minutes later. By the time the attack ends 
in April, the vandal will have altered over 3300 
entries to hide sabotage of 15 target entries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apr 24 

OWP sabotage 
concludes. 
The vandal altered Nyad’s 
entry but reverts the 
changes minutes later. 

 
 

Jan 31 

OWP “patrolling”  
ends abruptly. 
Openwaterpedia stops 
reviewing changes to pages  
on the site. 

Nyad finishes the last letter in 
the packet on the same day. 

 

 

Feb 15 

OWP hijacking 
begins. 
For details of the OWP 
sabotage, please see “How 
a Hacker Made Diana Nyad 
the Best Marathon 
Swimmer of the 1970s.”  

 
 
 
o 

2019  
 
 

Aug 21 

U.S. govern- 
ment denies  
Bellamy’s license  
to attempt to swim from Cuba 
to Florida. 

Aug 15 

Munatones retroactively 
ratifies Nyad’s crossing, 
says WOWSA oversaw it 
from the beginning. 
Munatones contradicts his previous 
statements and back-dates recognition by 
six years. “It has long been recognized 
since 2 September 2013 by the World 
Open Water Swimming Association,” he 
adds to Nyad’s Openwaterpedia entry, 
“that wrote the rules of the attempts and 
provided the onboard observers.” 

Sep 26–28 

Nyad presents 
The Swimmer. 
Her two-person show at the 
Minetta Lane Theater, NYC, 
climaxes with her Cuba-
Florida triumph.  

Jul 21 

Munatones posts  
“Shameful, Simply  
And Sadly Shameful.” 
An overwrought, purposefully 
incomplete acknowledgement of the 
Openwaterpedia hijacking, but not his 
part in it. 
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Nov 9–11 

WOWSA Open 
Water Summit. 

Takes place in San Francisco. 
ISHOF CEO Brent Rutemiller, 
future recipient of packet, 
attends. 

2012 

Aug 21 

Nyad ends 4th Cuba attempt; video shows 
her breaking cardinal rule of the sport. 
According to ABC NEWS,  “Nyad was not allowed to touch or be 
touched by any of the support crews or vessels.” Video from the swim 
shows Nyad grabbing onto and pushing off her support boat.  

Aug 23 

Steven Munatones dissembles 
about rules:   

• “The rules that I discussed with Diana are the same rules that I discussed 
with all the solo swims and relay swims that I go on.” [He never states those 
rules nor does he post them.] 

• “Diana competed on the professional marathon swimming circuit and 
attempted the EC in the 1970s, so the rules are not unknown to her.”  
[The pro circuit followed English Channel rules. Nyad breaks many of those 
rules in all her attempts.] 

• “I saw what I saw and it was no different from what you saw on videos. But 
that information was documented, not hidden.” [He never released the 

logs, so it’s all hidden unless accidentally released via image or video.] 

Sep 2 

Nyad completes 
Cuba “swim,” 
claims record. 
 

Sep 17 

Munatones says  
no organization over- 
saw Nyad’s crossing. 
“Diana’s swim was . . . off-the-grid, 
with no organization regulating it. The 
classification of her record may not be 
resolved.” (article) 

Sep 9 

Munatones says  
he’ll distribute 
Florida Straits rules. 
He never does. A later investigation 
turns up multiple versions of his 
Florida Straits rules. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2013 

date unknown 

Cameron Bellamy 
enlists Munatones’ help  
with 2019 Cuba attempt. 

2014 
 
 

2018 
 
 

Sep 6 

Nyad says 
she wasn’t  
touched. 
She writes this in a 
since-deleted 
Facebook post. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sep 11 

Nyad says 
she was  
touched. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 October 

Knopf  
publishes  
Find a Way. 
Munatones appears 
throughout the book as 
Nyad’s authority on the 
sport of marathon 
swimming. 

2018 
 

2019 
 

2019 
 

2015 
 
 

If he completes a 
legitimate, sanctioned 
swim, he will become 
the first person to 
complete a ratified 
crossing without a 
shark cage. 

Nov 20 

Munatones 
creates  
FOWSA. 
He adds entry for  
the Florida Straits 
Open Water 
Swimming Association 
(FOWSA or FSOWSA)  
to Openwaterpedia. 

Oct 7 

Nyad claims that she 
was the best ocean 
swimmer of the 1970s. 
In a speech at the Wilshire Ebell in Los 
Angeles, Nyad says, “I became, in the 
1970s, the best ocean swimmer in the 
world. I held all the major records on planet 
Earth, out in the open sea.” In fact, Nyad 
set no more than one major ocean-
swimming records unless you count, and 
even that’s a stretch. 

Dec 23 

Munatones pub- 
lishes “Slosberg 
The Shrewd Sleuth.” 
His post lauds my investigation into the 
Openwaterpedia vandalism. “His 
sleuthing,” he writes, “was incredible 
and greatly appreciated.” Especially 
appreciated, I suppose, because I 
couldn’t definitively identify the culprit. 
Munatones mentions nothing about 
Diana Nyad.  

Dec 17 

I publish summary of 
my Openwaterpedia 
vandalism inquiry. 
I conclude that the vandalism’s purpose 
was to make Nyad’s October 7 claim 
appear true. 

Note: This is a revision of a 
previous document. You can 
view the original here. 
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